Synopsis of Ideas from Small Group Discussions, Freethinkers Meeting, Sunday, March 22, 2015 (compiled by Linda Huizinga)
Introduction
Nile Vernon spoke on the history of Freethinkers inspired by Susanne Brown and Betty Hughes. Nile and Harry Huizinga will step down as coordinators (Directors), and Nile expressed our appreciation for the diligent work of the Steering Committee, committees and volunteers who enabled our group to function smoothly as the SaddleBrooke forum for free thought and open expression of ideas.  Nile and Harry are optimistic about the future of Freethinkers because we know members will step forward to assume leadership positions. 
Lockwood Carlson gave a testimonial citing his support of Freethinkers in educating him on important issues, helping him change his world views, and broadening his knowledge with interesting topics.    He values the organization in that it respects and uses rational inquiry, truths and is committed to service for all creatures.  He also enjoys the many friends he has made and looks forward to gaining new ones.

Others stated what they like about Freethinkers is no dogma, a variety of topics, open discussion of liberal ideas, a chance to meet “like-minded people, but then, are we too “like-minded”?

Harry Huizinga said the Freethinkers is at a crossroads and needs members to step forward with new ideas and direction to insure continuation.   The purpose of the synopsis information from the members at the meeting is to help leadership develop a revitalization plan that will meet the interests of our community.
Program Planning, Topics and Facilities
Education in Arizona
Different religions – Judaism, Islam etc.
Child Protective Services

Homeless

Approach from subject matter – more programs on a complicated subject

Use SKYPE, for example interview author of a book

Subgroups go to visit mosques, churches, temples

Discussion group following program is needed – smaller room or follow up 
in homes
Request membership for a list of topics they would like addressed

Speakers and topics have been excellent – would invite D. Fitzsimmons to 
come back

See Carolyn Badger’s speaker suggestion list

Program continued
Marian Brook’s group’s list includes:  rise of secularism in US/World, rise of 
fundamentalism, have speakers from religious groups.  Also noted was
“Bias in Our Daily Language” by Fran Berman, “Restorative Justice” by 
Tom Christian
Need for “pro” and “con” speakers on some subjects

Do something – talk, learn, Take Action

Likes meeting on Sunday morning but dislikes lack of social interaction and 
discussion after meeting because other groups need ballroom.  Often the 
ballroom temperature is too cold.

Have 1. Sunday program then a brunch at Mesquite Grill, 2. Dinner at 
Roadrunner Grill or Mesquite Grill or 3. Wine and cheese parties to 
encourage discussion
Include Sun City (check our HOA bylaws)

Have 8-9 sessions with 7 presentations, 2 social with targeted discussion

Have a structured program committee to develop 1.lists of prospective 
topics, 2. choose format from major topics– a major presentation with 
questions at the end or introductory presentation with more discussion.

Have speaker use lapel microphone and insist that NEW batteries be used.

Sources for Speakers
U of A
UU Churches

National organizations

SaddleBrooke community

Freethinkers’ membership list – poll if they have suggestions for a speaker 
on a topic or can be a speaker themselves.
Organization for Freethinkers
Stay true to mission statement, rewrite mission statement
Number of members to serve on “board” or “steering committee”

Nominating committee to approach potential candidates for steering 
committee or board, need for elections vs. less formal appointments.
Appointment of “President”, “Director “ or “Co-Directors”
Snowbird 
residents may be a concern because of planning and arranging 

speakers or can this be done by April or during summer months by using        
computer while out of state.?

Tenure of Officers

Have diversity – racial, more women, GLT represented in steering 
committee
Treasurer to prepare financial report available to membership 

See job description for responsible officers:  program, publicity, secretary, 
treasurer, president, vice-president (president elect), web site master 
and mailing list, volunteer committee chairperson, Facilities Manager

Need for membership chair?  Social Committee?
Organization continued
One or two members of the steering committee or program committee 
commit to finding the speaker for the month.  Solicit ideas for speakers 
from the membership.
Include “ad hoc” members on steering committee.
New directors to have support of an experienced mentor when assuming 
new responsibilities.
Community Building or Social
Continue Dinners for Eight; consider different title such as “Food for 
thought” or “Brain Food” to encourage attendance of singles, gays, 
lesbians and transgender members.   Arrange discussion questions for 
the month & report back to program or steering committee as needed.
Consider a Dessert and Discussion group, would like to have more 
substantial questions to discuss.

Invite book groups to attend Freethinkers and/or encourage the formation 
of book groups.
Afternoon Wine and Nibbles for small group discussions

Have a table at the Activity Fair

Arrange audience around large round tables to listen to speakers as they 
did at Science Café to enhance discussion after programs.
Membership meetings to discuss direction of Freethinkers offered regularly 
such as the one we had 3/22/15

Need more social activities and brunch/lunch after meetings, cocktail 
hours, dinners 
Potlucks on tennis patio
Mission Statement
Debate the statement

Too wordy for some

Be more specific

Do not include words that lean towards an attitude or with labels ex. 
liberal, progressive

Add the word “learning”

Members are respectful of all people’s beliefs.  Group is not affiliated with 
any religious group.  It was suggested that “learning” be added to the 
mission statement.  The feeling is that no major changes are needed.  
Attendance is expanding – we must be doing something right!  Mission 
statement could be simplified.  
“Broadening knowledge with rationale reasoning”
Friendship

